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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Inheriting a Home 


My grandmother, Ruby, passed away at the end of April. She died 
on her birthday at the age of 95. I called her The Matriarch. She wasn't 
even five feet tall, but she was a quiet force to reckon with. It was a good 
passing, a mercifully peaceful one. I am fortunate that she was in my life 
as long as she was, supportive of me and my life and my people and my 
communities. She was my champion, always. 

As someone who is single, I make a home for myself, as many of 
us do, alone and according to my preferences. Gramma Ruby did, too. 
She'd lived alone after my grandfather died in 1994, which is longer than 
I’ve lived alone as an adult. I have much to learn from her way of being 
independent and fulfilled, whether hosting family and friends or sitting 
and listening to the local radio as she tended to do, all day long, loudly. 

What I didn't prepare myself for, physically or mentally, was how 
much of her home I'd end up taking into mine. Something the previous 
generations seemed to have in spades were dishes and linens. And, for 
those of us who haven't had a wedding for which we've registered for 
such household items, an opportunity such as this yielded quite a few ad- 
ditions to my domestic world. I chose a number of quilts, towels, crystal 
goblets, a coffee service set, platters, serving bowls, and even my own 
set of silver. ГА never put much thought into an inheritance; I certainly 


never planned to bring so much of Gramma Ruby home to live with me 
in St. Paul. But I see her all around me now. 

My loft is only so big. Because I've lived in apartment buildings 
my entire adult life, I've learned that I can only take in what I can 
make room for by removing something else. It's a balancing act. So, 
as I brought in goblets, out went mismatched glasses and mugs. As I 
brought in quilts, out went blankets I've had since my dorm days. As 
I brought in platters and bowls, out went a few boxes of other kitchen 
items to go to Goodwill. I also made room for heirloom additions that 
have plenty of historical and cultural significance, like her old church 
cookbooks that are bursting with notes and recipe cards, two spritz 
maker sets, an almond cake pan, a lefse flipper, and even an old coffee 
grinder with a hand crank. I am so fortunate to have these artifacts 
of my grandparents' life in my own space, to share with anyone who I 
welcome into my home. 

As I consider the Fall Home & Garden Issue, there are topics of de- 
cor, furniture, and big living in smaller spaces. From the view in my loft 
on University Avenue, I can tell you: I am living large and hardly alone. 

With thanks, 

Andy 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Have You Been Carefully Taught? 


After serving in the Navy in the South Pacific, James A. Michener’s 
short stories were published in 1947 as Tales from the South Pacific. Rog- 
ers and Hammerstein (and Joshua Logan) created South Pacific in 1949, 
the year president Truman’s Executive Order 9981 abolished discrimi- 
nation in the army. It was a bold move in a still-unsettled time for Rogers 
and Hammerstein to insist their musical present the harsh realities of 
discrimination through dialogue and lyrics: 

You've got to be taught to be afraid / Of people whose eyes are oddly made 
/ And people whose skin is a different shade / You've got to be carefully taught. 

Two years earlier, in 1947, the Partition of India had created, 
through unspeakable brutality and upheaval, the Dominion of Pakistan, 
a moment pivotal for the family of Amir, the protagonist of Ayad Akhtar’s 
Disgraced, running concurrently with South Pacific. 

The lavish musical, directed by Joseph Haj, Guthrie artistic director, 
takes place during WWII; teeming with people, swaying palms, vast seas, 
and a wealth of music, “Bali Ha'i" among its most evocative. Disgraced 
is far more claustrophobic, confined within the walls of an (admittedly 
luxe) apartment on Manhattan’s Upper East Side, some 70 years later. 

Yet the characters of both dramas live in times of personal confusion 


and world upheaval. Sailors and islanders face literal life-or-death situ- 
ations, the Manhattanites walk the edge of an abyss of financial ruin, 
loss of identity, and discrimination. The principals discover their limits; 
Ensign Nellie Forbush recoils learning that two charming, mixed-race 
children are the offspring of her fiancé and his Polynesian consort. 

Lawyer Amir, who has claimed to be Indian was born Pakistani; Em- 
ily, his white artist wife, is immersed in creating Muslim themes but 
unable to fully embrace an alien culture. Jewish art dealer Isaac had a 
one-nighter with Emily, revealed now to his black lawyer wife, Jory, who 
has been promoted over Amir. These fine cracks fracture over what was 
to be a celebratory dinner, erupting in an act of violence more explicit 
than any in the musical. 

Director Haj commented: “By putting these two vaunted scripts in 
conversation with each other — the searing play and the grand musical 
— my hope is that a vital question might be considered by all of us: from 
1949 until today, how far have we actually come in the ways we view and 
talk about difference; differences of race, religion, and identity? While 
both of these productions at the core are wrestling with themes of cul- 
tural assimilation, they are also brilliantly entertaining.” ш 
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SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE 


Under the Gaslight. Photo by Dan Norman 


SPOTLIGHT 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


we watch the blossoming of her 
special working relationship with 
accompanist Cosme McMoon. Its 
like watching her find her artistic 
soulmate.” 


UNDER THE GASLIGHT 

Though Aug. 27 

Minnesota Centennial Showboat, Harriet Island, St. Paul 
651-227-1100 

www.showboat.umn.edu 


This year’s Minnesota Centennial Showboat is bittersweet 
because it is the last year the annual melodrama with musical 
olios will be presented. As usual, it features University of Min- 
nesota student actors in a professional situation. The farewell 
production is an American classic: Under the Gaslight, by Augus- 
tin Daly, which was the inaugural Showboat production in 1958. 
The script deals with marriage, class, and identity. 

Former Guthrie Associate Artistic Director John Miller- 
Stephany, known for his astounding productions of other Ameri- 
can classics, 1776 and A Streetcar Named Desire, has staged the 
show and says “the young actors in Under the Gaslight are sim- 
ply terrific. They’re talented, extremely hardworking, and dear. 
You’d never know when watching a performance that quite a 
few of them felt they were working well outside of their ‘comfort 
zones’ during rehearsals. Not many of them have had experi- 
ence working in this style but they’ve developed into a power- 
house ensemble that knows just how to work the material.” 


SOUVENIR 

Through Sept. 3 

Commonweal Theatre Company, 208 Parkway Ave. N 
Downtown Lanesboro 

800-657-7025 

www.commonwealtheatre.org 


Before or after you see the new Mery] Streep film, Florence 
Foster Jenkins, 1 suggest you catch the comedy with music, 
Souvenir, by Stephen Temperley, live on stage at the Com- 
monweal Theatre in Lanesboro. The Manhattan socialite said, 
“People may say I can’t sing, but no one can ever say I didn’t 


sing.” Wild comedy emerges from 
the fact that Jenkins sings off key 
more than on. Stela Burdt plays 
Jenkins and Stephen Houtz plays 
her pianist. 

Burdt shares, “I’m amazed at 
the impact she had on audiences 
who came to laugh at her, and 
wound up adoring her. In this 
show, we get to see not only the 
public persona of Florence Foster 
Jenkins, but the very human side 
of her that comes through as 


Souvenir. Photo by Jason Underferth 


THE DROWSY 


CHAPERONE 

Through Sept. 11 

Artistry 

Bloomington Center for the 
Arts, 1800 W Old Shakopee Rd. 
Bloomington 

952-563-8575 
www.artistrymn.org 


Artistry, formerly known 
as Bloomington Civic Theatre, 
launches its 2016-2017 with 
the escapist and imaginative 
Tony-winning Best Musical set 
in the Roaring ’20s, The Drowsy 
Chaperone. The conceit is an avid 
theater fan sitting in his humble 
abode listening to the music of 
his favorite musical (a fictional 
musical written in service of this 
musical) titled The Drowsy Chap- 
erone. It involves an oil tycoon and 
a Broadway star who are about to 
marry; however, gangsters try to 
foil the marital plans in hopes of 
financial gain. 

Tod Petersen plays the role 
of the fan and, if you know his 
impressive body of work, you can 
imagine he is perfect for the role. 
He recently gave a fine perfor- 
mance in Gypsy for the Theater 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Latte Da/Hennepin Theatre Trust production. 

Petersen shares: “The character I play, Man in Chair, is 
interesting in quite a few ways. We never learn his name, he’s 
just Man in Chair, so that makes the blocking easy. I’ve got more 
lines than I’ve ever had in my life, so that’s not so easy. Also, 
interestingly, Man in Chair doesn’t sing a note until the very end 
of the show. The best part is that I get to sit onstage and watch 
the super-talented cast put on a show just for me in my super- 
comfy chair!” 

Director-choreographer Michael Matthew Ferrell wowed 
audiences last year with his inspired staging of Hairspray for Art- 
istry and odds are, given his brilliant track record, The Drowsy 
Chaperone will also deliver. He shares, “The Drowsy Chaperone 
does exactly what it’s intended to do. It offers us a brief escape 
from the real world and transports us to a rollicking 1920s 
Broadway musical comedy. Life-changing probably not, but an 
evening of pure joy...which is just what we could all use in these 
challenging times of violence and hate.” 


BARS AND MEASURES 

Aug. 26-Oct. 9 

Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyndale Ave., Minneapolis 
612-822-7063 


With Sarah Rasmussen at the helm of the Jungle Theater 
as artistic director we are finally seeing, once again after a long 
dry spell, a stage that breathes with life. For too many years, the 
Jungle almost slogged into a combination of revivals of past pro- 
ductions of their own work, classic works already often produced 
at other theaters, and occasional newer plays that sometimes hit 
or missed. 

However, just this year we’ve seen Rasmussen’s own vibrant 
all-female revival of Shakespeare’s Two Gentlemen of Verona and 
an enthralling production of the groundbreaking gay-themed 
play, Le Switch, by Philip Dawkins and directed by Jeremy 
Cohen. To be clear, an artistic director doesn’t typically direct 
all shows at their theater, but they oversee play and director 
selections. This is everything. (And in the case of Rasmussen, as 
with the Guthrie’s new artistic director Joe Haj, she is a first-rate 
director in her own right.) 

The upcoming show is one that clearly shows a departure 
from the old Jungle ossification. OBIE-winning director Marion 
McClinton makes his Jungle debut with a hot recent play by 


The Drowsy Chaperone. Photo by Hilary Roberts 
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based on the tale by 
Robert Louis 
Stevenson 


Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Photo courtesy of Theatre in the Round 


Idris Goodwin with a jazz score 
by the accomplished Justin El- 
lington. Two local favorites, Ansa 
Akyea (Huck Finn at CTC) and 
Darius Dotch (Colossal at Mixed 
Blood), play brothers Bilal and 
Eric. One plays classical piano, 
the other jazz bass. One is Chris- 
tian, the other Muslim. One is in 
jail and one is not. Clearly, this is 
a play that beats to the issues that 
have been playing out in society 
today. A strong choice for the new 
Jungle. 


DR. JEKYLL AND 

MR. HYDE 

Sept. 9-Oct. 2 

Theatre in the Round Players 
245 Cedar Ave., Minneapolis 
612-333-3010 
www.theatreintheround.org 


Theatre in the Round Players 
is launching their 65th season. 


No theater within the city of 
Minneapolis proper has been 
around that long. Prolific and 
internationally acclaimed local 
playwright Jeffrey Hatcher’s 
adaptation of the Robert Louis 
Stevenson horror novel befits 
TRP’s long-standing commitment 
and high standard when dealing 
with classic material. This version 
of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde has one 
actor playing the good Dr. Jekyll 
while others play the darker and 
meaner sides of his disturbed per- 
sonality. In a year when identity 
politics has become a lightning 
rod in a way that it has never 
before, this is a seminal work 
worth returning to. It examines 
the nature of identity at its most 
psychological level. m 
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OUR SCENE 


SPORTS | PLAYING FOR THE OTHER TEAM | BY NELL GELHAUS | PHOTOS COURTESY OF SIMON DUNN 


Wasting 
Time 


At 6'1" and 215lbs, not many would attempt 
to pick on Simon Dunn. A lifetime of rugby 
combined with intense training for the Austra- 
lian Olympic bobsled team have given Dunn an 
imposing physique that would ward off most 
bullies. Nonetheless, three years ago, Simon 
woke up in a Sydney hospital emergency room 
with black eyes and chipped teeth, the victim of 
a brutal gay-bashing. 

"It's really soul-destroying to have someone 
bash you because of who you are.” 

Who Simon is, what he stands for, and what 
he has overcome, are reasons why he's coming 
to help celebrate the opening of Minneapolis' 
new gay sports bar, Game, this month. Well, 
that and being voted #1 in Attitude Magazine’s 
Hot 100. 

Growing up an hour south of Sydney, 
Simon did what all other boys in his home- 
town did: played rugby, which is as popular 
in Australia as is football in the States. Natu- 
rally drawn to sports, and hyper-masculine 
sports like rugby at that, Dunn soon came to 
realize he was also naturally drawn to men. 
“I was about 12 or 13 years old and I started 
to realize I wasn’t like the other kids.” As he 
struggled with these feelings, fear of rejection 
from friends and teammates kept Simon in the 
closet throughout his school years, until the 
burden became too great. “It kind of got to the 
point where it was hard lying to myself and 
everybody else about who I am.” 

Revealing his secret didn’t make life any 
easier. Teammates and family both struggled 
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with the shock of their newfound knowledge. 
“It was definitely a surprise. No one ever 
expects a sports person to be gay. People, es- 
pecially teenagers, they have such a general 
view of what gay men are.” And not a positive 
one, according to Simon, especially due to in- 
accurate and stereotypical media portrayals. 
Simon remembers his mother’s initial reac- 


tion as being tough to bear. “My mum, she 
had this idea of what my life would turn out to 
be, and when I told her — I had years myself 
to come to terms with it — and when I told her 
she only had a moment really. I understand 
where she was coming from, because when 
you come out it’s not always just about you; 
it’s about everybody around you.” 


For a period of about six years, Dunn bought 
into the myth that gay men couldn't, or shouldn't, 
play sports. Shortly after coming out, when team- 
mates expressed discomfort, he quit rugby and 
moved to Sydney in an attempt to find a fit. Self- 
acceptance of his sexuality was a struggle. 

“T basically went to too many bars and too 
many clubs and tried to be a part of that scene. 
And the entire time you're always unhappy. 
I never felt like I fit in. I was trying to find 
where I [did] and I didn't think sport was it, 
because the institution of society tells you that 
gay men can't play." 

While living in Sydney, Simon became 
aware of the Sydney Convicts, a gay and inclu- 
sive rugby club. Buying into society's views on 
the intentions and motivations about players on 
a gay team, he avoided trying out. "It just took 
me a long time to make that jump. You have 
this perception that maybe they're not there 
for the sport. But then I joined up and rugby is 
why they're there, no other reason. And I dis- 
covered that there were people like myself on 
the team who had grown up playing the sport, 
and my sexuality was welcome there. I felt 
comfortable. Playing with the Convicts made 
me realize that sport was where I belonged and 
that my sexuality shouldn't mandate whether I 
should be able to play or not." 

It was while Dunn was playing with the Con- 
victs, finally comfortable in his sexuality and 
place in life, when he and a (straight) teammate 
were surrounded one night. 

^We went out after every game obviously to 
have drinks. We went to Oxford Street (home 
to Sydney's main gay district) and went to 
leave, and we are just walking past this bar, and 
the last thing I remember is these guys yell- 
ing slurs at us, and I woke up in the hospital. 
I feel kind of sorry for [my teammate] because 
he was straight and got gay bashed. It went 
to the court system, and out of the six people 
they couldn't prove who was the one that hit 
me, so no one got charged. It took a lot out of 
me mentally; I got beaten up on the corner of 
Oxford Street. That was like my own street. I’m 
six-foot-one and almost a hundred kilos. If that 
can happen to me, imagine someone smaller. 
It's a horrible idea." 


Shortly after, Simon moved to Canada to 
continue his rugby career but instead quickly 
found himself being recruited to try out for the 
Australian Olympic bobsled team whose mem- 
bers also trained in Canada. Dunn made the 
team, and hopes to compete in the 2018 Winter 
Olympics, though first needs to maintain his 
spot at a second tryout in September. 

Serving as the brakeman on the two-man 
sled team, and the second man on the four- 
man team, Dunn's training focuses on speed 
and power. “In the four-man, the middle run- 
ners, we're kind of the engine of the sleigh; we 
have to get it going. We push the sled over 60 
meters to pick up speed before the pilot takes 
over and takes us to the bottom." A combina- 
tion of Olympic lifting and sprints make up the 
majority of his routine. “You need to be strong 
enough to move the sleigh, and it's 200-plus ki- 
los, but you also need to be fast enough." 

Dunn trains two to three hours per day, 
six days a week, in Calgary, Alberta, lift- 
ing for all six of those days and sprinting 
for three. “Wake up early, go train, work, go 
home, sleep, do it again. It's kind of a boring 
lifestyle, but I’m here for a reason. Bobsled- 
ding has given me a platform. I don't want to 
waste what I've been given." 

Lending his voice to gay advocacy as an out 
gay athlete, after all that he's endured, is of pri- 
mary importance to Simon, who didn't have a 
similar idol to look up to during his own forma- 
tive years. Even from Calgary, his eye is on his 
home country. [Australia] still has a long way 
to go. We don't have same-sex marriage yet, 
which is abhorring for a developed country. If 
I was to meet someone and wanted to get mar- 
ried, Га like that to be [in Australia] because 
that is my home and it always will be.” 

Simon has not yet been to Minneapolis, and 
the idea of a gay sports bar excites him. “In all 
my travels around the world, I've never seen 
one. It's good that we've come that far; we have 
sports bars for the gay sports fans." He has, 
however, heard of our own gay and inclusive 
rugby team, the Minneapolis Mayhem. Pre- 
sented with the idea that perhaps he'll find a 
date here, he laughs. 

“I should have an excuse to come back." m 


SIMON SAYS 
Simon was cheerfully game to answer 
our rapid-fire questions. 


Do you have a celebrity crush? 
Simon Dunn: I'll say Steve Grand. He's 
going to be at the opening [of Game 
Sports Bar in Minneapolis]. 


What's your dream date? 

SD: Going to the beach, going to 
watch rugby, and then grabbing beers 
afterward. 


What is your favorite form of exer- 
cise? 
SD: Olympic Lifting. 


Are you single or in a relationship? 
SD: I'm very much single. My dating 
life is pretty much non-existent. 


What is the best way to meet men? 
SD: Oh, I don't know. Nothing I do, 
that's for sure! 


Are you a clean or messy person? 
SD: I'm very clean. Very tidy. 


How would you describe your style? 
SD: Sweatpants. I work and train in a 
gym. 


What's your favorite drink? 
SD: Scotch 


What do you do if you have 30 
minutes free time? 
SD: Nap 


What's the best gift you've ever 
received? 

SD: My sister making me the godfather 
of her two oldest kids. She has two sets 
of twins, so it's the two oldest ones. 
Family is big to me. 


What's your favorite TV show? 
SD: Wentworth. If you like Orange is the 
New Black, you'll like this show. 


What do you absolutely hate doing? 
SD: Being Idle. 


Anyone in particular you're cheer- 
ing for in the Summer Games? 

SD: Not really, no. Because of where 

I train, I have a lot of Canadian friends 
competing for Canada. So, should I 
cheer for Australia or cheer for Canada? 
I think ГЇЇ cheer for my friends. 
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SCENE 


FOOD & DINING 


BY SHANE LUECK 


PHOTOS BY MIKE HNIDA 


Clockwise from top left: Cubano topped with pickle fries and side 

of house fries; Blackened chicken sandwich with ghost pepperjack 

cheese and side of sweet potato fries; Seasonal berry salad; Greek 
quinoa salad with chicken. 


The Spirit of the Game 


“I know the concept is a great concept, it’s up to us now to execute 
the hell out of it.” 

Mike LaGuire’s enthusiasm for Game Sports Bar, recently opened in 
Uptown, is contagious. Having most recently been the general manager 
at Union, LaGuire has spent 23 years in the hospitality industry and says 
people have always asked why he doesn’t open his own place. Now, as 
managing partner and general manager of Game, LaGuire says, “There 
was never the opportunity for me to do that and to do it in the right way, 
until this possibility came around.” 

With Steve Hark of Entourage Events Group as a business part- 
ner, Game took over the Salsa a La Salsa building as part of the newly 
formed Uptown Restaurant Group. Until now, Uptown didn’t have a gay 
bar and Minnesota didn’t have a gay sports bar, so what took so long? 

“I think the demand has been there. It's something that even I, my- 
self, and my friends have been wanting,” LaGuire says. “It’s surprising 


that no one has taken the reins or taken the bull by the horns by this 
point, but I think there needed to be a perfect storm for this to happen. 
Obviously you need the financial backing to do it, you need the right 
space, everything is just coming into alignment at one time.” 

The truth is, he says, “most of us grew up in households either playing 
sports or there was a favorite team that everyone gathered around the 
television and watched and rooted for. We went to college and had an alma 
mater team that we still cheer for, or maybe we continued playing sports.” 

That commitment to sports has always been part of the GLBT com- 
munity, but he says many people in the community don’t always feel 
comfortable going to mainstream sports bars. “We don’t always feel com- 
fortable doing what’s natural for other people,” he admits. “Whenever 
we're celebrating, instead of high-fiving, maybe we lean over and give 
our significant other a little kiss on the cheek or while we’re watching 
the game we put our hand on their leg. Those intimate type things that 
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FOOD & РІМІМО 


(From left) Mike LaGuire couldn't be happier to have the talents of Ralena 
Young and Jorge Gonzalez join the team at Game Sports Bar. (Below) Ralena 


Young is designing the drink menu with a focus on fresh ingredients. 


we доп'ї really feel comfortable doing. 
We want to create a place where we can 
have that spirit of athleticism and spirit 
of sport and continue those traditions 
that we grew up with but do it in a place 
that we feel 100 percent comfortable.” : 

That sense of inclusion applies to — |. 
anyone that might want to walk through \ 
the doors: теп, women, GLBT, ог ally. R RATS 
Family-friendly until 10 p.m. every night GAME 
(when Game becomes 21+), LaGuire 
even invites the family pet to join in 
the fun with the pet-friendly patio that 
receives an overhaul from its a La Salsa days. The addition of lounge 
furniture, plants, and color makes the 150-seat four-season patio a much- 
desired hangout, whether it’s summer, winter, or anywhere in between. 

“This isn’t a far-stretching concept, but it seems that way,” LaGuire 
laughs. “It seems so ordinary, but it seems so genius at the same time. 
There are other cities that say they have a sports bar, but they just throw 
up a couple TVs and say, ‘We’re a sports bar!’ There are so many differ- 
ent elements to it; it’s not just turning TVs on, but creating events around 
the sports being televised, it is allowing a space for people to be active.” 

At Game, guests will be able to utilize a pool table, multiple dart boards 
and bag toss to be physically active while enjoying sports on the 20 TVs 
around the bar (complete with NFL Ticket and Big Ten Network). The 
decor change will also create the sports bar feel that many in the commu- 
nity have been begging for. Framed jerseys will honor the local favorites: 
Twins, Vikings, Timberwolves, Wild, MN United, St. Paul Saints, Lynx, 
and Gophers. Hanging banners pay tribute to the local teams that Game 
sponsors (like LaGuire’s own TCGSL team, the Fur Ballers) while pho- 
tographs of out athletes from around the world, both past and present, 
adorn the walls and inspire an emotional connection to the space. 

The bar, which will very rarely ask for a cover and offers free parking in 
the 50-car lot, is hitting it out of the park with a stellar drink menu that will 
have you asking for more than just seconds while cheering on your favorite 
team. Ralena Young, most recently from Coup D’etat and winner of the Iron 
Fork in 2014, heads up the bar program. “She is creating a craft cocktail 
program that is sports bar appropriate,” LaGuire says. Two of those drinks 


A 


are on tap, including a mint julep. 

That leaves the rest of the bountiful 
taps for beers, 12 of which come from 
local metro and Minnesota breweries. 
What would a sports bar be without an 
outstanding beer lineup? Lake Monster 
Brewing out of St. Paul created a special 
beer that will be sold exclusively at Game 
and at their taproom. The hoppy blonde 
ale joins the lineup and has already cre- 
ated quite the stir on social media. 

To complement the drinks, LaGuire 
couldn't be more thrilled with Game's 
food menu. Featuring the talents of chef Jorge Gonzalez, who rose to 
fame as executive chef of Lagos Tacos for three years, LaGuire says 
Game will showcase American casual sports bar food. The concentration 
will be on quality ingredients and scratch-cooking that is well executed. 

“When you're coming to a sports bar, you want sports bar food. But 
you want sports bar food done very well that tastes great,” he says. “I 
don’t want something that’s deconstructed and doesn’t look like a burg- 
er any more. There are so many great restaurants in town from these 
beautiful farm-to-table concepts to really fantastic pizza joints to places 
where you can get a really healthy, organic meal. I want to be the sports 
bar you come to for the best tots in town, the best burger in town, a re- 
ally great flatbread that’s crispy and yummy. I want you to come to my 
brunch because we have a solid, delicious brunch menu that really gets 
your Sunday Funday off right. I want it to be built around the food.” 

*[Game] is a place where we can sit with some soft music in the back- 
ground, a pitcher of beer, and we can talk about life and sports and just 
be ourselves," he continues. “And do it in a space that has big windows 
and fresh air and a full menu. Good food, good company, great beer se- 
lection.” ш 


GAME SPORTS BAR 

2841 Hennepin Ave. S, Minneapolis 

www.gamebarmpls.com 

Grand opening party on Friday, Aug. 19 features headliner Steve Grand and 
Australian Olympic hopeful Simon Dunn. 
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Ann Arbor 


OUT FRONT AND OFF CENTER 


The Berkeley of the Midwest, they call it. But, don’t be misled: it’s 
even better. Ann Arbor, a college town of 70,000 (plus an equal count of 
students) of mostly alums who couldn’t bear to leave, radiates from the 
liberal-leaning U of Michigan campus, bordered the avenue homeboy 
Pete Seeger (a hippie before it became hip) honored in his homage bal- 
lad, “Down on Main Street.” 

Well, Main Street still sports that old-time religion: multitudes of book- 
stores, indie boutiques, galleries boosting local talent, and (the reason food- 
ies flock to the city) ultra-locovore cafés and breweries, for which “craft” was 
simply the way to do business, long before it became a buzzword. 

I came to eat (and sip). And I wasn’t sorry. First stop, Zingerman’s, 
the Vatican of delis. Owner Ari Weinzweig and partner spent their college 
years here without a decent bagel, and decided to remedy the situation. 
Today the legendary deli sports just about every delicacy an authorized 
gourmet could wish: 12 kinds of bacon alone, plus a shrine to short-order 
sandwiches (the Reuben’s the best seller, no surprise). Might as well 
re-christen the city Zingertown. “Everybody in the community knows 
someone who works here,” confides its marketing director. 

Zingerman’s then launched its own creamery, at first to make the world’s 
best cream cheese for those bagels, but nowadays producing up to 24 kinds 
of soft cheeses (the technical term manager Tessie employs is “ooey-goo- 
еу”). They're born of local cow and goat milk, which led to the duh-decision 
to direct some of it toward the making of gelato (bacon-flavored, anyone?). 

Then, how about a simple, old-style café to celebrate Midwestern 
cooking? Fine. Ari hired Chef Alan Young to research what he calls “old 
American food, old-school and simple. But,” he hastens, “simple isn’t 
easy.” For instance, to create the very best fried chicken, the number one 
seller at Zingerman’s Roadhouse, he scoured the South, then recreated 
his favorite version discovered at a shack in Tennessee. Same for the 
pulled pork. “Nobody’s doing a very good job with meat,” Alan declares, 
“so I decided to raise my own.” But if you overlook his mac and cheese, 


well, don’t say I didn’t tell you. 

Before another bite, I got together with several indie producers to 
find out just why food entrepreneurs like Lisa McDonald, who runs Tea 
Haus, and David Klingenberger, self-styled CFO (Chief Fermenting Of 
ficer) of The Brinery, do well here by doing good. Says Brandon Johns, 
chef/patron of Grange restaurant, “Michigan is the most agriculturally 
diverse state, second only to California. And the biggest benefit of be- 
ing a university town is disposable income,” both of alums and visiting 
parents. “We all were doing farm-to-table before it became a buzzword. 
They’re now growing unheard-of things, like local ginger. Farmers have 
extended the growing season with hoop houses and greenhouses, and 
by preserving and pickling.” 

Pickling? That’s David’s forte. He sells The Brinery’s kimchee and sau- 
erkraut to Zingerman’s and to Whole Foods nationwide. Lisa, at Tea Haus, 
is one of only a handful of European-trained tea sommeliers. “I use tea in 
everything we make here, from macarons and jam to gelato.” And she’s 
first in line at the farmers market, launched in an old gas station, open 
seven days a week. “It’s really cool; people get excited when the first garlic 
comes in.” And Brandon, at Grange, is one of those snout-to-tail kind of 
guys. “I make sausage, confit. I’ve even got fried pig’s head on the menu, 
and it sells.” So does his beef-cheek pierogi; his Michigan smelt; his heri- 
tage pork loin with ramp bratwurst; and his stinging nettle pasta. 

At Spencer, a new, share-the-table spot, Chef Steve Hall gives local pro- 
duce pride-of-place on his menu, celebrated in roast cauliflower soup with 
ramps and sorrel; roast radishes with parmesan-fried egg; and ramp hush 
puppies (OK, fish and chicken, too). At Eve, a classy dinner club, owner 
Eve Aronoff also salutes seasonality, from the carrot-lime puree visiting 
her Moroccan scallops to English peas and shoots aside her halibut. 

Fleetwood, a 1947 diner purchased from a Montgomery Ward's cata- 
log (can Amazon do that?), stakes its claim to its best-selling hippie hash: 
a come-hither mélange of broccoli, tomato, onion, green pepper, mush- 
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rooms, апа feta, served with toast and eggs 24/7. 

Main Streets Vinology offers “a taste of Northern Michigan” via 
the wineries it represents, as does nearby Cherry Republic: “Grown in 
Michigan and munched the world over” via juice, candy, mustard, scone 
mix, even soaps and spoons of cherry wood. 

But when it comes time to sip, it’s really all about beer. Grizzly Peak, 
launched in 1995, led the way. In its pub setting, brewmaster Duncan 
Williams is justly proud of his British-inspired ales. At Null in nearby 
Dexter, brewer Ron Jeffries swears by oak-aging. His hoppy, citrusy 
North Peak Diabolical IPA is his best-seller. He follows up with Blanca, a 
light wheat, breathing coriander and orange, while his red beer, La Roja, 
is both the most sour and most sought-after. 

Lunching at Salt Springs Brewery in Saline, a brewpub in a converted 
church of 1896, I pig out on pulled pork and strawberry shortcake before 
touring the brewery, where Big Brown Bunny Porter steals the show. 

Heading to Ann Arbor’s sister city, Ipsilanti (Ipsi to its friends), the 
Ale House is where to find primo crafts like best-selling Mooneye and 
Woodruff’s Porter. Stick around for Chef Mary’s dynamite eats: a menu 
of “local, frugal and seasonal” hits, ranging from minty peas and beet 
fries (“makes grown men like beets,” she testifies) to gourmet grilled 
cheese and burgers with bone-marrow butter. 

Ipsi’s Unity Vibrations goes one further with its Triple Goddess kom- 
bucha beer. “We get positive energy from naming each tank,” insists Ra- 
chel Kanaan, chief hippie (“our brewers sing and ring bells”), who also 
produces yummy kombucha teas like blood orange and bourbon pecan. 


EAT, DRINK AND MEANDER 
Back on Main Street, where Bob Seeger played at The Ark (tonight 
it’s Judy Collins), there’s art on the palette as well as the palate, starting 


with the University of Michigan Museum of Art. Raising the bar out- 
side its Grecian entrance is a Mark di Suvero sculpture, foretelling more 
shock-and-awe within. It delivers, from Tiffany glass and (Michigan- 
made) Eames furniture to works by Picasso and Rauschenberg, Warhol 
and Giacometti. In the campus library, anchoring a quad that looks air- 
lifted from Dublin’s Trinity College, you'll discover original Audubons. 
And on the pavement at ОММА entrance, a plaque hailing JFK's found- 
ing of the Peace Corps. Right here. 

At Main Street’s Peaceable Kingdom gallery, the Outsider art of na- 
tive Chris Roberts captures the fringes of New Orleans’ society. Then 
there’s Robot Supply, which dedicates its proceeds to a tutoring program 
sponsored by Dave Eggers. The Washington Street Gallery, a 17-mem- 
ber co-op, and Ann Arbor Art Center: elegant jewelry, Moderne tiles, 
pottery by talented locals, and cigar-box guitars. Shinola occupies prime 
real estate, hosting its designer bikes, sleek leather goods, and watches 
for the one percent. 

Antiques, too. The best collections lurk just outside Ipsi, where 
Schmidt’s imports European furniture and Materials Unlimited offers 
rehab salvage: stained glass, wall sconces, clawfoot tubs. Across the road 
glimmers the vintage wear at Muse, housed in a lipstick-red barn, “an all- 
purpose house of fabulosity,” explains manager Luna, whose nighttime 
gig is at gay bar Candy Land. 

Ann Arbor’s other GLBT cocktail haven is Autbar, where I caught up 
with Ipsi’s new mayor, Amanda Edmonds, an out lesbian who bested the 
former mayor two to one. “Ipsi is more affordable and underground,” 
she tells me. “It’s a place one can really make change, without losing 
our charm. I always look for ways to prosper through an equity lens.” 


For information, consult www.visitannarbor.org. 
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Ps. MSP HOME & DESIGN SHOW 


BRINGS HIGHER-END FEEL TO HOME DESIGN 


BY SHANE LUECK 


Looking to channel your inner designer ог remodeler and update art from Drew Beson, and a Makers’ Market highlighting Minnesotan 
your home? Whether you're looking to upgrade your suburban home or artisans and craftspeople. 
add defining touches to your downtown loft, the all new MSP Home & The inaugural year of this fall show will provide a unique experience 
Design Show will help. for visitors, offering a sampling of new home trends, interior design 
Show producers Bruce Evans and Dan DeJaeger bring their signifi- expertise, home products, demonstrations and much more — for large 
cant consumer event and marketing experience, having worked asasuc- homes, small space living, and everything in between. 
cessful team for nearly five years while working at North America’s larg- “We're excited to bring a high-end, design-focused show to the Twin 
est producer of home and garden events. Attendees of the MSP Home & | Cities during the fall season — a great time for homeowners to talk with 
Design Show can look forward to discussions with home design experts, interior designers and start planning large-scale projects, or quick re- 
an appearance by HGTV architect and interior designer John Gidding,  freshes before the holidays,” Evans said. “We look forward to providing 


Photos courtesy of Crush Collective Interior Design 
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ans, creating a high- m E 
end home show has 
been in the back of A - 


his mind for years, 
and finally the oppor- 
tunity presented it- 
self. “We have seen a number of other markets where fall shows are very 
successful that focus more on interior design, home decor, the latest and 
greatest design features in homes, things like that," he said. "There are 
other fall home shows, good fall home shows, but this is a higher qual- 
ity fall home show targeting consumers with a little higher household 
income than others." 

In addition to focusing more on home design and decor while target- 
ing higher income brackets, Evans and DeJaeger are also embracing the 
growth of populations living in smaller spaces downtown, with design 
aspects targeted for apartments and condos. 

^We know the percentage of people living downtown now has gone up 
significantly in the past couple years," he said. “And we do see that as an 
opportunity to provide those people with design and interior options for 
smaller space living. And we know that other shows kind of focus a lot on 
the outdoors and we will have some of that, but we'll just be focused a lot 
more on interior design, home decor, interior design trends and advice." 

Тор design and product trends will certainly be on display, but con- 
sumers are also given the opportunity to interact with an assortment of 
interior designers to get ideas and advice on their own design conun- 
drums. Generating great buzz are the eight “designer rooms" on dis- 
play, all being designed by different interior designers who will be on 
hand to answer questions and offer advice. One room features the work 
of five seniors of the Dunwoody College of Technology interior design 
program, each creating a unique piece of furniture for the home office. 


CONTINUED ON РАСЕ 30 => 
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In а conversation with Evans he begins beaming with excitement as he 
shares that a portion of ticket sales will go to a scholarship fund for the 
Dunwoody interior design program. 

The Dunwoody and other designer rooms are just one example of 
the interactive environment Evans was hoping for. “We strongly encour- 
age our exhibitors to develop exhibits that encourage interaction; if they 
have small demonstrations they can do at their booth, we strongly en- 
courage that,” he said. “We will even have an idea center where there’s 
going to be swatches of carpeting or examples of paneling or wood floor- 
ing where people can actually see and feel and touch the different prod- 
ucts for the home.” 

Not planning a large project? Evans and DeJaeger have thought of 
that, too. Local artist Drew Beson will be showcasing his art for pur- 
chase in a gallery and the Maker’s Market provides a unique area of the 
show featuring artisans, unique products and incredible talents includ- 
ing several from Minnesota. This is your opportunity to meet the master- 
minds behind a variety of unique art and home products. 

Evans admits that there are plenty of home shows in the market, 
but the MSP Home & Design Show fills a void with its products, design 
features, and higher-end focus. The demand for a show of this nature is 
there, he says. “People here get it. Dan and I travelled across the coun- 
try when we did the marketing for 21 different shows across the U.S. So 
we saw all of these home shows and Minneapolis always was one of the 
more trendy ones. We are a more progressive market and we like to be 
on the forefront of design and trends." m 


MSP HOME & DESIGN SHOW 
Minneapolis Convention Center 
Sept. 30-Oct. 2 
www.mspdesignshow.com 
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ALCHEMY ARCHITECTS 
LIVE LARGE INA SMALLER SPACE 


BY KATHLEEN BRADBURY 


With the heavy emphasis on green living in today’s housing market, 
many homeowners and designers are constantly looking for ways to re- 
duce a home’s environmental footprint. For Alchemy Architects, found- 
ed by Geoffrey Warner, the solution is simple: “the greenest square foot 
is the one you don’t build.” 

Fueled by this philosophy, Alchemy has received international recog- 
nition for their custom-designed weeHouses, prefabricated homes that 
are designed for maximum efficiency within smaller spaces. Warner’s 
first weeHouse debuted in 2003 and has been considered a source of 
inspiration and “architectural optimism” for people who are looking to 
live large without a massive floor plan. 

Alchemy’s weeHouses are located across the country, each a unique 
piece of architectural art. Made out of stackable “modules,” many wee- 
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Houses are the size of a studio or one-bedroom apartment, but several 
“not-so-wee” projects range between 1800 and 2000 square feet. These 
permanent, long-lasting dwellings are custom designed to include high- 
quality finishes, provide full amenities, and incorporate repurposed or 
recycled materials. And the countless options for customization on wee- 
Houses guarantee that each project is unique and perfectly tailored to 
meet the owner’s needs. 

Alchemy projects like weeHouses, BarnHouses, or Accessory Dwell- 
ing Units are created using a process called modular building, where 
large portions or sections of the home are constructed in a factory and 
then are delivered and assembled onsite. According to Betsy Gabler (Al- 
chemy’s business development director), the benefits of building in a 
weather-controlled factory are significant: “Alchemy can deliver a high- 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 
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quality, energy-efficient, architecturally designed home at ап affordable 
price. Building indoors allows for an ‘always perfect building environ- 
ment, leading to less material damage, less moisture infiltration, better 
sealant adhesion, and more reliable scheduling.” 

In addition to taking advantage of a consistent working environment, 
people who work with Alchemy benefit from their hands-on, playful de- 
sign process and their “tightwad panache” aesthetic. Gabler notes that 
the architectural team “draws inspiration from art, literature, history, 
and leading creative thinkers to create alternative and atypical project 
solutions.” Such inspiration allows for a multitude of design options for 
any lifestyle, no matter how much space is needed. The following options 
are sure to have you thinking outside of the brick-and-mortar. 


Alchemy is hoping to make a big 
impact with their most recent en- 
deavor called Accessory Dwell- 
ing Units (ADUs). These self- 
contained living units include a 
kitchen, bathroom, and bedroom 
— all within 300 square feet. 


Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) 

Alchemy is hoping to make a big impact with their most recent en- 
deavor called Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs). These self-contained 
living units include a kitchen, bathroom, and bedroom — all within 300 
square feet. Alchemy designer Andrew Blaisdell believes that ADUs 
have the potential to get more people living in urban areas without build- 
ing more condos or cheap apartment buildings. 

The Accessory Dwelling Units are the result of an art piece developed 
by Alchemy’s founder, Geoffrey Warner. The lightHouse served as both 
an experiment in building the tiny 
dwellings and continues to be a 
“mobile educational moment” 
that raises awareness about the 
possibilities of ADU living. Initial- 
ly displayed at Northern Spark, 
the lightHouse is making its way 
to various locations around the 
Twin Cities and will attend the 
Eaux Claires Music & Arts Festi- 
val and the Minnesota State Fair. 

While the lightHouse serves 
as a spark for inspiration and 
possibility, Alchemy used this 
prototype to learn what works 
(and what doesn’t) for their of- 
ficial Accessory Dwelling Units. 
Most notably, they determined 
that building an ADU within 
a shipping container (like the 
lightHouse) is not the best op- 
tion. Blaisdell adds, “We wanted 
the experience of building in a 
shipping container, but we will 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36 
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probably never do that again!” Instead, the ADU design uses Structural 
Insulated Panels (SIPs) to create the structure. 

Building the prototype also allowed the architects to test out the 
behind-the-scenes mechanics of the dwelling. Blaisdell recalls the vast 
amount of research on the ADU’s mechanical systems, and notes that 
this research and hands-on testing is how architects educate themselves. 
The result of these efforts is a highly sustainable unit that is built to last. 

Thanks to recent laws passed by the city of Minneapolis, ADUs be- 


SELECT/surfaces 


EXCELLENCE IN SURFACING 


CAMBRIA 


LIVE ELEGANT 
SELECTSURFACES.COM 


2800 FAIRVIEW AVE N|ROSEVILLE MIN 5513 651548351576 


tween 300-800 square feet are allowed on city 
lots with pre-existing family homes, making 
them great rental spaces, havens for in-laws, 
or student housing. The units hook up direct- 
ly to the existing infrastructure of the area, 
providing the space with electricity, sewage, 
and water. 

Unlike Alchemy’s other custom-built proj- 
ects, the ADUs are intended to be “ready- 
to-go” units that follow a fixed design and 
aesthetic. The unit is designed to be mod- 
ern, clean, and straightforward while incor- 
porating natural light from floor-to-ceiling 
windows and using the same high quality fin- 
ishes that appear in previous Alchemy proj- 
ects. The units are delivered as a flat pack of 
parts and panels that a contractor (or a handy 
homeowner) can assemble. 

Alchemy intends their new design to start 
at a base price of $70,000 for standard finishes and materials, but ADU 
owners will be able to upgrade if desired. In this early stage of the proj- 
ect, construction is currently estimated to take six months, but the 
team hopes to shorten the timeline to three months as time goes on. 
The reasonable time frame and affordability is sure to appeal to people 
seeking to live efficiently and conscientiously. 


BarnHouse 

People who want more space or who want to add a more rustic touch 
to Alchemy’s modern aesthetic may want to consider the BarnHouse 
model. True to its name, the BarnHouse is inspired by traditional barn 
structures, and consists of an outer shell surrounding a utility core and 
“free-flowing forms” that create various rooms. 

Alchemy describes the aesthetic of the BarnHouse as “modern, 
honest, and clean.” Designer Bryan Carpenter adds, “We like the di- 
rectness and simplicity of a barn’s structural shape and approach, 
coupled with its regional relevance.” This regional relevance adds an 
attractive dose of familiarity to the structure, which Carpenter notes 
becomes even more excited when the expectations of the structure are 
tweaked — “the familiar with a refreshing new twist!” 

The most significant “twist” comes with how the internal space is 
designed. Because the external shell of a BarnHouse is an economi- 


cal choice, a higher percentage of a homeowner’s budget can go toward 
high-end interior finishes, treatments, and details. IKEA kitchen cabi- 
nets are a top choice due to their quality, and high efficiency appliances 
allow for the home to have a more conscious footprint. 

Alchemy’s most recent BarnHouse is nestled in the Seward neighbor- 
hood of Minneapolis. Owned by two graphic designers, this BarnHouse 
was strongly inspired by the couple’s own aesthetic, which Carpenter 
describes as “stylistically simple, with clean lines and a limited palate of 
materials so it all works cohesively together.” Interior barn wood adds an 
element of character and provides an interesting balance to the industrial 
aesthetic of raw steel elements such as the steel stairwell. 

The couple also incorporated several “graphic qualities” to their new 
home, such as painting the doors a vibrant blue. And the bright metallic 
color of the steel garage (built from a “pack” by the owners and their 
friends, like an old-fashioned barn raising!) plays off the dark house. 
These bold elements make the three-bedroom, three-bathroom house 
pop with personality and style, making this BarnHouse truly magical. 

Alchemy Architects can help anyone develop a conscious, efficient, 
and exciting living space for their needs. With endless design possibili- 
ties, Alchemy can fit all your big dreams into a smaller footprint. To start 
planning your own architect-designed home or to keep track of the tour- 
ing lightHouse, visit www.weehouse.com. ш 
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HOME DECOR BUYER’S GUIDE: 


MERRIMENT ADORNMENTS 


Located in Woodbury, Minnesota, Merriment Adornments is a re- 
tail and design studio, where creatively inspired homeowners can shop 
affordable upscale and intelligent selections that reflect their personal 
style in a charming retail setting. 

At Merriment, the motto is “Home is, after all, where the heart is, and 
the memories, and the moments of the profoundest well-being.” Anyone 
who visits their website will see that Merriment’s staff believes that a 
home should enliven the spirit, not diminish it. Inside Merriment, you 
will find a full retail store, chock-full of goodies for your home. Every- 
thing from luxury furnishings to repurposed antiques, stunning chande- 
liers to decorative table lamps, gorgeous area rugs to intimate throws, 


and of course, one-of-a-kind accessories and gifts galore may be found. 
Interior designer and owner Sarah Olsen has been providing award- 
winning design since 1993. Olsen opened Merriment in 2014 to expand 
on her passion for creating homes that are a nurturing place to relax, 
reinvent, and feel genuine happiness. A place of merriment, if you will. 
As an independent and locally owned business, Merriment takes 
great pride in offering many design and gift selections that are U.S.- or 
Minnesota-made. The Merriment design studio specializes in residen- 
tial interior design, boasting an extensive on-site library and workroom 
housing catalogs, rug samples, fabrics, trims, wall coverings, and more. 


1-Social Sofa 

This Peter Jacob-designed 
Social Sofa’s main purpose is 
to connect us with others. The 
notched cut out of the back 
allows for conversation and 
entertaining. It is a fun, mod- 
ern take on the téte-a-téte sofa. 


2-Antibes Chandelier 
Painstakingly woven using 
traditional techniques, the 
Antibes Chandelier is an 
impeccable marriage of art- 
istry and quality construction. 
Natural rattan forms the body 
of this geometric chandelier, 
supported by a khaki wrought 
iron frame. Illumination made 
beautiful. 


3-Cascade 

A waterfall of subtle color 
makes any space flow from 

a design perspective. Plush, 
hand-tufted Silas from the 
Cascade Collection is awash 
in colors known as drizzle and 
white swan. A blend of wool 
and viscose create a lustrous 
finish. 


4-Honor 

“Honor” the animal canvas art 
from Leftbank Art is hand-em- 
bellished with an image tex- 
ture gel finish, which brings a 
realistic painted look to giclées 
and prints on canvas. Add 
equine appeal to any room 
with this beautiful print. 
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P А R K S | D Е e Four Open Concept Floor Plans 

e Ease of Access to the City 
at Chunbolde Greenway * Designer Finish Packages 


Pricing starting at $299,900 е Phase І - 50% Sold 
Ask us about our Current Incentives* 


“Limited availability and incentives may be cancelled without notice 


Call to schedule a tour of our 
new model home! 612.260.2260 


= MINNESOTA | 
NIE! EXTERIORS INC 


Call Today for a FREE Estimate! 
Visit our showroom at s 763.762.8062 


8600 Jefferson Highway : Я 
Osseo, ММ 55369 A+ MinnesotaExteriors.com 


MN LIC BC002877 


Open: Mon. - Fri. 8:00-5:00, i 
© 2016 Minnesota Exteriors Inc. 
Sat. 9:00-1:00 All Rights Reserved. 
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OUR HOMES 


RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2016 Volkswagen Beetle Dune 


We, as а culture and community, always like being different. 

It might not be the case all of the time, but there are plenty of things 
that differentiate us from everyone else. We always found ourselves 
standing out in the way we dress, furnish our homes, tend to our proper- 
ties, the music we listen to, and the celebrities we adore. 

In recent years, we have seen the lines blurred. Our tastes in cloth- 
ing, music, furnishings, and now automobiles are being shared with ev- 
eryone else. Is that a good thing? Maybe. 

Perhaps that works well with a society finding equity among all of 
us. Then again, will that take away our own distinction within society at 
large? Or, does it? 

Since its arrival in 1949, Volkswagen has always been different. The 
original “Beetle” arrived as something of a curiosity. Yet, its popularity 
made it into an icon. The original car had its engine in the rear, cooled 
by air, and was not as fast as the average American car. It’s shape never 
changed, though the final “sedan” was sold in the USA by 1977. The 
convertible remained in this market through 1979. 

VW resurrected the Beetle for 1999. It may have been shaped the 
same as its previous iteration, but the chassis is completely different. 
The front-engined, water-cooled and front-drive Golf provided the plat- 
form for this New Beetle. At first, they were popular. The New Beetle 
even found favor with our own community. 

In fact, you named the Beetle one of your favorite vehicles back in 
2012 in this magazine. 

It was cute. Very cute. But, not a lot of people took it seriously. Sales 
waned through its final year of sale in 2010. VW understood that the Beetle 
may have been different, but it needed a bit more massaging and, perhaps, 
some purpose for the brand. The 2012 Beetle arrived with a shape that was 
a bit more trim and muscular. It exhibited all of the signs of a Beetle, along 
with its front-drive, front-engine platform, but it was seen as a balanced vehi- 
cle that could be sold as a two-door to customers looking for such a vehicle. 

The Beetle is still around. For 2016, VW introduced a couple of spe- 
cial editions to help expand its purpose toward customers. There is a 
Denim convertible version that reminds one of the 1970s. 

Then, there is this Dune model. It is another take on another part of 
the Beetle’s heritage: the Baja Bug and the Dune Buggy. Both vehicles 
were an extension of the Beetle’s legend in the 1960s and ’70s. To pay 
homage to them, VW came up with a sporty special edition, including a 
front bumper with a skid plate, a rear wing, and a lifted ride height. 


Sounds like a cool idea? Let's find out. 

First off, we must address the Beetle’s basic shape. Compared to the 
last New Beetle, the overall theme was to retain all of the classic design 
elements of the car and make it masculine. That was the word being used 
by other journalists to describe this current Beetle. However, let’s just 
use aggressive instead. The roofline was flattened and the overall height 
was lowered. The hood was also flattened and appeared longer than even 
the old Beetles of decades past. Instead of mimicking the old “sedan” 
of rear-engined era, Volkswagen shaped the Beetle to become more of 
a coupe with an eye on other affordable models, such as the Hyundai 
Veloster and the latest Honda Civic 2-door. 

Compared to the rest of the Beetle lineup, the Dune certainly takes 
the standout design of this car to another level. The enhancements on 
the Dune actually work. It gives the Beetle a certain flair, even with its 
model-exclusive Sandstorm Yellow paint job, rear spoiler, black wheel 
arches, front bumper, and striping. In all, the Dune package is a head- 
turning ride that exudes personality and fun. 

That theme continues inside of the Beetle Dune. Again, the notion of 
the Beetle being more aggressive (and masculine) continues with the 
evolution of the interior. Having the color-keyed elements on the dash- 
board and door panels are a direct paean to its rear-engined ancestors. 
It actually works with the integration of a three-dial instrument binnacle 
that is easy to read and reference. A custom digital information center 
finishes off the binnacle well. It also enables a high position for the new 
touch screen for the MIB II infotainment system and retains a lot of the 
Volkswagen-specific dials and switchgear throughout the instrument 
panel and steering wheel. However, some switches and stalks may be 
on the older design side, which are often frustrating to non-Volkswagen 
drivers. For those of us familiar with the brand’s products, we know the 
drill and appreciate them for their functions. 

Seating is best described as “just right.” The front seats fit people like 
a glove with great comfort and bolstering all around. Manual controls 
for rake, recline, height, and lumbar support are simple to use and it is 
easy to get the right seating position behind the wheel. For adults, the 
rear seats are indeed a challenge, although access to the back is easy. 
Legroom is at a premium at above-average sized adults. Cargo space is 
good, even with the rear seats up and the cargo cover on. There is a 
lower floor for storage, but the hatch is very large and wide for making 
loading and unloading easy. 
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 42 => 


IMMEDIATE CASH SAVINGS! 


31. 500 оғғ.......„‹ 


with the purchase and installation of any furnace. 


Not valid with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. 
Installation must be completed by 9/16/16. 


I Double YourSavings! | 

І $50 OFF Fora total of І 
a furnace or 

1 А/С performance tune-up (ов) 3100 OFF І 

| Not valid with any other offer. a furnace and І 

Tune-up must be completed by 9/16/16. A/C performance tune-up i 


| Offer does not apply to Smart Club membership. when performed at the same time 
Call 612-503-8090 or visit 
standardheating.com today. 


| STANDARD | 
6HEATINGO 


& AIR CONDITIONING 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC #BC378021 


www.houseliftinc.com 


Paints « Wallcoverings • Window Fashions 


Helping Minnesotans decorate their homes for over 120 years. 


MPLS.ST.PAUL BEST OF THE TC Wallpaper Source. 
Minnesota largest Benjamin Moore Paint dealer. 
More ways and places to shop for window fashions. 


HunterDouglas 43 
.. = Shop At Home 
Benjamin Moore’ 651-366-6969 


| 457 HOLLY AVE. - HENRY W. FAGLEY HOME | 


Designed by Clarence Johnston and built in a Queen Anne hybrid 
style in 1889 for the family of Henry W. Fagley. The home sits on a 
75" lot on one of the premier blocks of the historic Ramsey Hill 
neighborhood. Wonderful porch! 


Kevin O'Brien 651-690-8432 


Edina Realty - Highland Park Office 
Cell: 651-206-2820 Email: kevinobrien © edinarealty.com 12718 
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What is this МІВ II infotainment system І mentioned earlier? It is not 
a take on the Will Smith-Tommy Lee Jones series of films. Volkswagen 
knew it had to raise the ante on infotainment systems, therefore they 
introduced a trio of them for most of their lineup. The key to this system 
is full smartphone compatibility. While most vehicles offer just Apple 
CarPlay, Volkswagen can also pair with Android Auto and MirrorLink. 
With three AppConnect options, it is easy to plug, swipe, and integrate 
while on the road. You can still use Bluetooth to connect for phone func- 
tionality and music file playback. The sound quality of the standard audio 
speaker system is very good, as well. 

What the Dune adds inside is additional flair within the theme. The 
trim reflects the Sandstorm Yellow motif with black and gray added. In 
all, the entire cabin looks really, really cool. 

There is only one engine/transmission combination available on the 
Beetle Dune. The 1.8-liter turbocharged four-cylinder engine has 170 
horsepower on tap with 184 pound-feet of torque. Combined with its 
six-speed automatic transmission, the Beetle Dune drives very well. Ac- 
celeration is solid and the shifts are smooth. This driveline sends power 
only to the front wheels. As for fuel economy, we have averaged 28.9 
MPG in our care, just a bit over the average posted on the sticker. 

What makes the Dune unique is its ride height compared to other 
Beetle models. Most of it comes from its Continental 235/45R18 all-sea- 
son tires and unique Canyon alloy wheels. Behind this wheel/tire combi- 
nation is 0.4-inch increase in ride height, with an extended width of just 
0.6 inches. Sometimes when there is an increase in ride height, there 
would be some issues with driving dynamics. Actually, there wasn’t. 
When pushed on country roads, the Beetle Dune rode near-flat through 
the corners, while absorbing the cracks and imperfections on the road. 


The ride quality is very good and the handling is fantastic. 

The steering is very responsive. Turns are sharper and on-center feel 
is on point. The brakes are also good, with excellent pedal feel and solid 
stopping power. Both normal and panic stops resulted with a confident 
feel and feedback all around. 

The Beetle Dune has a base price of $23,559. Our example came with 
a complete sticker price of $25,065 with the only option being the Sand- 
storm Yellow paint. The Dune also comes in a convertible. If you wish 
to get just a Beetle, pricing starts at $19,795 for a 1.8T S model with an 
automatic transmission. For those wanting to row their own gears, step 
up to the SE model with a five-speed manual gearbox. 

You can get the Beetle with a version of the GTI’s 210-horsepower 
2.0-liter turbocharged engine in the R-Line models, starting at $25,995, 
choosing between a six-speed manual and the DSG gearbox. For the top- 
down experience, Beetle convertibles start at $25,490. Whichever Beetle 
you choose, it will be a unique and fun experience to be had. 

Originally, the Dune was supposed to be a limited edition for 2016 
only; however, it has garnered plenty of interest since its first showing 
as a concept a few years ago. Therefore, the Beetle Dune coupe and 
convertible will be available for the 2017 model year. For 2017, there will 
be another limited edition Beetle available for those wanting more of a 
different personality: the #PinkBeetle. 

Our community loves the Beetle. We always have. Today’s Beetle was 
designed to be different from the rest, which was achieved quite nicely. 
With the Dune model, the added element of the appearance kit and out- 
ward personality provided another layer of, for lack of a better word, fun. 
А chewing gum advertisement once touted their product as “double the 
fun,” which is quite apt to describe for the Volkswagen Beetle Dune. ш 


Luther, | Infiniti of 
cu Bloomington 


(952) 888-5555 


——_ 


сло 
INFINITI. 


Inspired Performance" 


Total Ownership Experience? 


Committed to You 


At Infiniti, we are committed to infusing true reward into every aspectzof ownership. 
We honor this commitment with personalized service that recognizes, nderstands 
and anticipates your individual needs. And we stand behind it with a) comprehensi 


I 


1500 WEST 81ST STREET | BLOOMINGTON, MN 55431 


www.lutherinfiniti.com 
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Serving you for 100 years! 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


== SINCE 1914 


612-721-4080 


Boilers * Furnace " A/C 
Water Heaters * Toilet * Faucets 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area. 
Emergency Service Available. 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured. LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


9:38 AM 


Lavender Magazine 


INTRODUCING... 


ROUGH 
HOUSE 0 


TITANIUM PACKAGE 


612.331.7266 


Scooterville |: 
minnesota 


ій Д 


Like Save 


2 upcoming events 
EN р g 


NE Hm з МИЎ | scootervilleMN.com 


2, Invite friends to like thia 


About 


OVER 15 AUTO 
 LaMettry's ° MANUFACTURER 
es CERTIFICATIONS AND 

ОШ ОП, а55 ап ore! RECOGNITIONS 


THE ONLY AUDI AUTHORIZED ALUMINUM COLLISION REPAIRER IN THE 5 STATE AREA 


Minnesota's GLBT 


Photos 


Upcoming Even 


LAVENDER 


FIRS: 


CALL ror AN APPOINTMENT 1-888-898-0016 on cer an onc esrmarear LAMETTRYS.COM 


INSPIRED ARCHITECTURE * DESIGN * CRAFTSMANSHIP * LANDSCAPE 


/ 
ISPIRI.com Fois RI 651578-0122 


DESIGN * BUILD * RENOVATE 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


RED RIBBON RIDE 
CLOSING CEREMONY 


JULY 24, 2016 


R GOOD 
GAY FOR GE by Sop 


2016 VOLVO S60 AWD Premier 


Genuine Leather/Moonroof/Navigation/Heated Seats/Keyless Drive 
36 Month/30,000 Mile Lease 


only 398іпопії Sign & Drive 


No Money Out of Your Pocket! 


No Money Down 

1st Payment, Sales Tax, Title, 
License and Fees are Included 
Loyalty/Conquest Included РО 
O.A.C. Ends 8/31/16 


| 
| 
| 
| 


BORTON VOLVO 05541 
GOLDEN VATIEY BORTONVOLVO.COM / 612.821.2700 ™\_Borton Volvo 4" 


Еа 
Dedicated То Excellence Since 1957 
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Adult 
MegaMates................................... 45 
Adult Products 

SPUNK LUPE wici AŚ 
Automotive 


Borton Volvo 

Infiniti of Bloomingto! 
LaMettry's Collision... 
Morrie's Luxury Auto. 
Rosedale Chevrolet.. 


Scooterville. 

Bars 8. Nightlife 

19:Вага а 24 
eagleBOLTbar 5 


Gay 90's «25 
Events 
Duluth Superior Pride .................. 37 


Lavender's First Thursdays 


Lavender's Score Thursdays.. 

Event Venues & Services 
D'Amico & Partners ...................... 21 
Financial 

Moltaji, Roy 


US Bank...... 
Wells Fargo Bank. 


Floral & Garden 


Dale Green Co........................... 33 
Grocery Stores 
Whole Foods Market.................. 21 


Health & Wellness 


Mill District Dental........ 
Northland Therapy Cente 12 
Parkside Dental............ 12 
University of Minnesota, 
Infectious Diseases....................... 13 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee 
shop. Food & coffee created by a staff that 
cares! Meeting Space with a gender neutral 
restroom. 3800 37th Ave 5, Minneapolis. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules in Minneapolis. Call Terry: (612) 
834-4887, the cleaningguy99(dgmail.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours 
Custom Designed Jewelry, we create 
unique engagement & wedding rings, 
& more! Expert jewelry restorations 
&repairs. Passion fuels everything 
we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 
www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com 
612-746-0508 


OFFICIANTS 


Personalized services. Civil and religious 
weddings. (651] 353-7777. www.wedyourway. 
net. English-Spanish Bilingual. It's your day. 
Make it your way! 


Rev. Gennifer Johnson, Blessed Harmony 
Spiritual. Ordained minister, wedding and 
eventplanning, premarital planning, Flower of 
Life Meditational Workshops.(715) 475-8268, 
www.blessedharmonyspiritualservices.com. 


ADVERTISER INDEX 


Home Furnishings & Accessories 

FrameWorthy........ 27 
Furniture and Things.. 31 
Habitation. 
ittle Blind Spot 
Merriment Adornments. 
Plants and Things....... 


Home Services 
Flooring Expo .. 
Aavalon Services... 
C.A.P. Carpet & Flooring.. 
David Tupper & Associates 
Garlock-French Roofing 
Hirshfield's............ 
House Lift Remodeler. 


andmark Репсе & Deck... 
Minnesota Exteriors, Inc. 
AIA Minnesota 
Select Surfaces ai 
Soderlin Plumbing, Heating & 
Air Conditioning........................ 
Standard Heating & 
Air Conditioning... 
Twin Cities Closet Co 
Vujovich Design Build " 
Zen Windows... 27 


Insurance 
Ване Dew iuste 1 
Ron Strychar, Horizon Agency.....25 


Jewelry 
Hoff Diamonds 


Scheherazade Jewelers 
Shane Co. ........ aa 
Wedding Day Diamonds............. 


Legal 
Bortel Firm, LLC... 
Heltzer Law Office. 
Jerry Burg, Attorney at Law 

Robichaud & Alcantara, РА. 


оос = © 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS 


AUTHENTIC 
Investigations and 


provided to corporations, insurance 


companies, and 


Media & Communications 
MPR & The Current 
Radio K 770 ........ 


Optical 
Origins Eye Clinic 
Spectacle Shoppe 


Pet Products & Services 
he Canine Club & Spa. 
Broadway-Robbinsdale Animal 
Hospital аана на Т2. 


Real Estate & Rentals 

arkside at Humboldt Greenway.39 
Builders Assoc, of the Twin Cities ... 2 
Kevin O'Brien... 
PM Apartment: 
ichardson, Већ ............................ © 


Restaurants 
Al Vento ....... 
Burger Moe” 
rench Meadow Bakery & Café.. 15 
akeeno's Pizza & Pasta 


Blue Plate ............... 
McCoy's Public House.. 


Sports & Recreation 
remier Pool & Spa... 31 


Travel & Accommodations 
Barkers Island Inn....... 
nterContinental Hotel, 
Citizen Supper Club 


INVESTIGATIONS, LLC. 


Protective Services 


private individuals. 


We're a great asset to HR and the 
insurance industry! Licensed, bonded 
and insured in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
www.authenticinvestigations.com, 
(612) 871-7244. 


REAL ESTATE 


BUYING? SELLING? RELOCATING? 
Instant Access to Minneapolis & Nation's 
Top Gay Realtors. We Represent You! 
WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


Is day to day tension & stress making you 
a pain to be around? Let's work together 
to relieve your stress & achieve relaxation 
through massage. Reverent Massage by 
Tony. (612) 326-0518 for rates & availability. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in 
bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in South 
Minneapolis (@ (612) 306-6323. 


TRAVEL RENTAL 


Lake Superior Waterfront Vacation Rental. 
Spacious studio with separate entrance 
and bath ina private home. Great amenities! 
15 miles from Bayfield. Beach. Visit: 
www.keithscabin.com for more information. 


Minneapolis: 


(952) 938-8700 (763) 226-2929 
(612) 465-7255 


St. Paul: 
(651) 305-2737 


www.megamates.com 18+ 
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ТНЕ МЕТМ/ОВК 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


DERMATOLOGY 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 

FEE ONLY financial planning 
NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Struggling with 
Substance Abuse? 


Take the 1st step & call 
the nation's 1st, exclusive, 
LGBTQ+ treatment center 


Call PRIDE today. 
952-934-7554 


PRI 
INSTITUTE 


uptown cski 
dermatology ue 


Education 
e 


Experience 
e 


Excellence 
... with a smile. 
Healthy Skin, it’s a 
Jaime Davis, MD Beautiful Thing! 


1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 


ELDERS/SENIORS 


ATTORNEYS 


Gay B. Clapp, Attorney 


Wills, Estates and Trusts 
Integrity and Compassion 


Twin Cities Legal Service, PLLC 
7201 Ohms Lane - Ste. 215, Edina, MN 55415 
www.lindawray.com * 952-232-6465 


AUTO DEALERS 


You have a friend at 

Rosedale Chevrolet, 

Call Dewey Lysen at 
(612) 805-8232 


Honor all buying programs and credit 
union deals! Good or Bad credit accepted. 


yrosedale 


EVROLET www.rosedalechev.com 


Home Care & Care Management 
for Senior GLBT 


Call for your FREE consultation today. 


952.525.0505 


MatrixHomeHealthMN.com 


EMPLOYMENT 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


LaMettry’s ' 


Collision, Glass and More! 


1-888-898-0016 LAMETTRYS.COM 
- 8 locations - Free estimates 
- Locally & family owned 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


(HAGEN 5 32227 
FREE Estimates • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
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ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders in 
GLBT marketing and events. 
Send cover letter & resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


Central Medical Pain 
& Addiction Clinic 


(651) 644-6002 


Medication Assisted Treatr 
Let us help you with: 

e Meth Addiction 

e Alcoholism 

e Opiate Dependency 

е Chronic Pain 

е Hormone Replacement Therapy 
Immigration Vaccine & Prep Vaccine Help! 
Habla Español 


393 North Dunlap Street, LL34, St. Paul, MN 55104 
www.centralmedicalmn.com 


HOME SERVICES 


FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 


THOUGHTFUL 


FINANCIAL PLANNING 


Timothy J. LaPean, CFP®, ADPA® 
(612) 460-7355 


Timothy@thoughtfulfp.com -— vii 
Я i a Objective advice instead oj 
ThoughtfulFinancialPlanning.com ааа уа ead of 


GUN SHOPS 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, MN - 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN • 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI + 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING + PLASTERING 

BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS + PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 

TODD OR LEE 

612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 


and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 
Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


ТНЕ МЕТМ/ОВК 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


www.goodstuffmoving.com 


(SHELTER 


let’s talk. 
612.870.4081|shelterarchitecture.com 


Кооғімс | SIDING | Winpows | PAINTING 


PAINTERS EXTERIORS 


New TownExteriors.com | 952.220.4867 


EXCELLENCE IN ALL WE Do For You 


WE SPECIALIZE ІМ V У 
~ Roofing 
< Siding 
~ Windows 


зова 
С 


construction inc. 


W's that easy 


<< Remodeling 
~ Insulation 
— Home Energy Efficiency 
CCALLUS 


www.snapconstruction.com 612-333-SNAP (7627) 


INSURANCE 


An exceptional COMMUNITY 
deserves exceptional service. 
Steve Wolfson 


612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 - Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


INSURANCE 


Deb Streeter 
Insurance Agency 


952-853-9077 


More Options. More Discounts. 


Kg FARMERS 


763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


\ all 


Davina M. Baldwin 


REAL ESTATE 


Making Dreams Come Home?" 


№ 
à www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 an 


COLDWELL 
BANKER O 


Anita С. Hill 


BURNET ay, 


651-707-6408 
AnitaC.Hill@CBBurnet.com od 
www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.com 


“The Professional Service RSS STH 
and Results you Deserve” ER LOTS] 


/™ “BURNET 


Marilyn Farinella, GRI 
612.644.0451 
mfarinella © cbburnet.com 
www.MarilynFarinella.com 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Denise Nix 
Income Tax Specialist 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


GLBT News & Lifestyle 
at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


а 


Available оп the 
0 App Store 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION 


MN ADOPT 

Finding families for Minnesota’s 
Waiting Children, providing pre/post 
adoption services to all Minnesota 
adoptive families. 

777 Raymond Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115 

www.mnadopt.org 


ADVOCACY 

Arise Project 

Committed to LGBTQ homeless 
youth; providing services and safety 
in times of need. 

AOA S. 8th St., 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 340-7500 
www.gtcuw.org/arise 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Servicing Individuals living with HIV/ 
AIDS 

Offering Case Management services, 
FREE HIV testing and educational 
groups 

1335 E. 23rd St 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 889-4636 or (612) 719-2540 
www.indigenouspeoplestf.org 
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MN AIDS Project - AIDS Line 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including 
testing, care services, education 
around PrEP. 

2700 Territorial Rd. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-AIDS, Statewide: 
(800) 248-AIDS 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
http://www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & 
partner for a diverse business 
community. 

18 N. 12th St, Ste. 3606 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 

Crosswinds Arts and Science 
School 

A Perpich Center for Arts Education 
middle school focused on diversity, 
inclusion, and student success. 

600 Weir Dr. 

Woodbury, MN 

(651) 379-2600 
crosswindsmn.org 


Minneapolis College of Art 

& Design (MCAD) Continuing 
Education 

MCAD Continuing Education offers 
art and design classes year-round for 
kids, teens, and adults. 

2501 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-3765 


www.mcad.edu/ce 


EVENT VENUES 


Gale Mansion 

A beautiful historic mansion located 
just south of downtown Minneapolis 
for private or corporate entertaining. 
2115 Stevens Ave. 5. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 870-1662 
www.galemansion.com 


Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & 
Hennepin County Courthouse 
Step back in time and enjoy a 
historically beautiful wedding at the 
Minneapolis City Hall. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/Events.html 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 
out our online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation plans. 


www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 
Radio K 770 


Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
CANTUS 


“The premier men’s vocal ensemble 
in the United States.” - Fanfare 
Magazine 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 435-0055 


www.cantussings.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 


www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals telling Minnesota 
stories by Minnesota artists for 
Minnesota audiences. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 822-7063 


JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innovation 
in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

MN Opera invites you to enjoy 20% 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


VocalEssence 

Now in our 47th year, VocalEssence 
is a leading arts organization based 
in Minnesota. 

1900 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 547-1451 
www.vocalessence.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
E 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact 
us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Аме., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


REAL ESTATE 

Parade of Homes 

Presented by Builder Association of 
the Twin Cities 

Where dream homes come true. 


www.paradeofhomes.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. 5. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 5. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God’s 
YES to alll. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fccminneapolis.org 


Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
Inclusive Christian Worshipping 
community that seeks, nurtures and 
empowers hungry minds and souls. 
1935 St. Clair Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-6886 
www.pilgrimstpaul.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, St Mark’s welcomes you. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A thoughtful, gracious faith 
community welcoming all people. 
797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 


Congregations around Minnesota 


that intentionally welcome all people 


regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tegsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 

Minnesota State Fair 

The "Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that 
is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 
www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 
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PRIDEFEST 
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EDA PVENBERS 


/ FIRST 
) THURSDAYS 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


etel One’ 


BM vonka 


FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, Twin Cities Pride, The Aliveness Project, 
Prime Timers MSP, Reclaim!, Mixed Blood Theatre, Minneapolis Movie Bears, Freedom Jazz, One Voice, 
North Country Bears, MN Freedom Band, TCGMC, HCMC's LGBT & Allies Employee Resource Group 


PRESENTED BY 


Captain Morgan 


5:30-8:00PM | 315 n. 5m sr. - mnnenrous 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/SCORETHURSDAYS 


BRING YOUR LEASHED AND WELL-BEHAVED PETS OUT ТО DARBY'S HUGE PATIO AND JOIN 
ATHLETES AND OTHER SPORTS FANS IN THE COMMUNITY WHILE YOU ENJOY 
COMPLIMENTARY APPETIZERS, DRINK SPECIALS AND A CHANCE TO WIN GREAT PRIZES! 
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